
Lesson 5 – Judaism 

Objective- Be able to discuss the basic beliefs of Judaism 

 

1.  What is the holy book for Judaism?     Torah 

 

    

  

 

2.  What books make up the Torah?   Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus,  

                        Numbers & Deutronomy 

 

The Beliefs of Judaism 

 

3. Israelite beliefs and history developed into the religion of 

Judaism which is monotheistic. 

 

4.  What are 3 beliefs of the Israelites about God- 

 a. God is everywhere. 

The term people of Israel refers to the 
descendants of Abraham through his son Isaac, and 
his Son Jacob who became known as Israel. Jacob 
was name Israel after he struggled with an angel 
and won, it means he who prevails with God." . 

The Torah is the holy book of Judaism, the laws of 
the Jewish people.
It is the first five books of the Christian Bible
The Torah is also known as the Five Books of Moses
or the Pentateuch

Books written to explain and interpret Jewish law



 

 b. God knows everything. 

 

 c. God has complete power. 

 

5.  What did God promise Abraham?  His people would become 

kings,  

                    build nations and have the land of Canaan 

 

6.  Who else did God make this to?  The descendants 

 

7.  Define covenant-    promise made by God 

 

 

 

According to the Bible, Abraham became the father to 2 lines 

of people in the Middle East.  His first son, Ishmael, was the 

son of  a slave, Hagar.  Hagar was the handmaiden of 

Abraham’s wife, Sarah.  He is considered to be the ancestor of 

BeganBegan: Judaism began with Abraham.

Were FromWere From: It is thought that Abraham was from the Sumerian city 
of Ur.

Abraham believed that he had been selected by Yahweh (God) to be
the father of a great nation.

Abraham is seen as the Patriarch of Judaism. 

Monotheism: Monotheism: Judaism was the first religion to worship only One God.  
The Jews viewed Yahweh as being all-knowing (Omniscient), and all-
powerful (Omnipotent)

YahwehYahweh: The Jewish name for God.  Jews view this name as sacred and 
will not say the full name or write the name out.  They will use
abbreviations in writing, or say another name for God when speaking 
of God.



the Arab people and an important prophet of Islam.  His 

second son, Isaac, was the son of Sarah. He is considered to 

the ancestor of the Hebrew or Jewish people. 

 

     

 

 
 

8.  Why did the Israelites considered themselves to be God’s 

chosen  

           people?      Because of the covenant with Abraham 

 

9.  What was the “promised land”  Moses spoke of?  Canaan 

 

http://catholic-resources.org/Images/Abraham.


    

 

10.  What was found in 1947 the helped reconstruct the history 

of the  

          Israelites?     Dead Sea scrolls 

 

     
 

 

 The Dead Sea Scrolls—the oldest known surviving biblical and extra-

biblical texts in the world—are slated to be scanned with high-resolution 

multispectral imaging equipment and shared online. 

Discovered in caves near the Dead Sea in the 1940s and 1950s, the Hebrew, 

Aramaic, and Greek scrolls date to between 150 B.C. and A.D. 70. They include 

copies of nearly every book in the Old Testament as well as others that are not part 

of the traditional canon, such as the Gospel of Judas (time line of early 

Christianity). 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2010/07/100727-who-wrote-dead-sea-scrolls-bible-science-tv/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/lostgospel/timeline_19.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2006/04/0406_060406_judas.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/lostgospel/timeline.html
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/lostgospel/timeline.html


                      
 

     

 

11.  What is at the heart of Judaism?   Ten Commandments 

 

12.  Where are other Jewish laws found?    Talmud 

 

        

 

13. What is kosher?   Foods “fit for use” according to Jewish 

laws 

 

14.  The history of the Israelites tells of PROPHETS  or  

RELIGIOUS TEACHERS WHO ARE SPEAKING 

FOR GOD . 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+the+caves+of+the+dead+sea+scrools&view=detail&id=A8A20ECBC33E28CC2C3F1EBC554CE70B5640396E&firs
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+the+caves+of+the+dead+sea+scrools&view=detail&id=96BEB21B86CB2E441114E82B054D407AE30FFEC8&firs
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+the+caves+of+the+dead+sea+scrools&view=detail&id=6F02CA216357E4F666160ACF724CC5EA8B733EC9&first=


15.  The prophets told the Israelites that disobedience could 

bring  

              DISASTER. 

 

16.  Prophets preached a CODE of  ETHICS  or   MORAL 

BEHAVIOR. 

 

17. The prophets said the all people were EQUAL before  GOD  

so  KINGS  had to obey God’s law just as SHEPARDS 

and MERCHANTS did. 

 

18. After the Babylonians, the land of Judah was controlled by 

various foreign powers including the  ASSYRIANS , 

BABYLONIANS & ROMANS.  As a result the Jewish 

people were SCATTERED over the world.   

              Today the country for Judaism is ISRAEL. 

 

                        Holy City--  Jerusalem 

 

    



  
 

19.  Define Diaspora-  SCATTERING OF A GROUP OF 

PEOPLE 

 

20. Wherever the Jewish people settled, they preserved their 

HERTIAGE. 

 

21. One of the important traditions of the Jewish people is the 

celebration  

                 of   PASSOVER. 

 

   

 

22. What does this remind them of?   WHEN THE DEATH 

ANGEL  

The Western (Wailing) Wall in Jerusalem
The most important of all Jewish monuments
It is the remnants of the Temple of Solomon 
after its destruction by the Romans in 70 A.D. 



               “PASSED OVER” THE JEWS IN EGYPT 

 

23. What other religions had their beginnings in Judaism? 

                 Islam & Christianity 

 

24.  Give 5 things Judaism and Christianity have in common— 

 

 a.      beginnings in Judaism      

        b.      came from same   geographical area           

        c.      monotheistic 

 d.      honor some of the same prophets   

        e.      some of the same moral points of view   

            

            
 

  Fill in chart in class -          Judaism    

 Christianity       
 

1.  name for Deity              Yahweh  or   Jehovah           

 

2.  place of worship-         temple or synagogue   

 

3.  Holy Book-                Torah (& Talmud)   

 

4.  Holy day-                Sabbath          

 



5.  founder or most important prophet-       Abraham      

 

6.  Holy city-              Jerusalem      

 

7.  Believers or followers -     Jews           

 

8.  Present year for the Jewish calendar-    5773     

 

9.  Symbol-      Star of David 

 

10. Basic belief-   One God who promised Abraham the land of 

Canaan    and to become a great nation      

 

 3  Jewish holidays-   Hanukkah       Passover      Rosh Hashanah 

         
 

 


